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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR TRAVELLING BEES-BOX 
0, FOREWORD 

0*1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards Institution 
on 17 October 1969, after the draft finalized by the Apiary Industry 
Sectional Committee had been approved by the Agricultural and Food 
Products Division Council, 

0.2 With the rapid growth of apiary industry in the country, bee-keepers 
are often required to transport bee-colonies from one place to another. This 
standard is being issued keeping in view the great need and demand for 
such boxes as would transport the bee-colonies from one place to another 
without any damage. 

0.3 A travelling bees-box should be light in weight, handy and compact and 
capable of being piled one over the other to facilitate transportation of a large 
number of such boxes. It should also have some provision for feeding the 
bees, if required, during transit and should be adequately ventilated. It 
should have proper arrangements for securing frames and other components 
during transit. It should be designed in such a way that it may also be 
used as a stationary hive temporarily, if required. This standard has been 
drawn up giving due consideration to all these points. 

0.4 For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this 
standard is complied with, the final value, observed or calculated, express- 
ing the result of a test, shall be rounded off in accordance with IS : 2-1960*. 
The number of significant places retained in the rounded off value should 
be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes the requirements for travelling bees-box for 
transport of bee-colonies and recommends a typical design of such a box. 
It covers two sizes of such a box to accommodate 8 brood frames of 
Type A and Type B as specified in IS : 1515-19691. 

♦Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised). 
tSpecification for beehives {first revision ), 
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2. CAPACITY 

2.1 Normally, the travelling bees-box should have the capacity to hold 8 
l)rovod frames; but to serve a,uy specific purpose, such as for nurseries, it may 
hold 4 brood frames. 

2.1.1 Brood frames shall be of cither Type A or Type B (see 1.1). 

3. MATERIALS 

3.1 The timber used shall be well seasoned {see IS : 1 141-1958* ) and light. 
As far as possible, either Pimis excelsa Wall (kail), or Cedrela toona Roxb 
( toon) {see IS: 399-1963"f ) or plywood of 3 to 5 plies corresponding to 4 to 
6 mm thickness {see IS : 303-1 960 J ) shall be used. 

4. SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS 

4.1 The shape and dimensions of a typical travelling bees-box to accom- 
modate Type A and Type B brood frames are shown in Fig. I. 

4.1.1 Dimensions of the bees-box shall conform to those given in Fig. 1 
as far as possible. 

5. COMPONENTS 

5.1 Floor Board — The floor board shall not be reversible. The floor 
Ixard may either be fixed to the brood chamber or may be detachable. It 
shall have on its inner surface a square ventilation opening of 100 X 100 mm. 
This opening shall be covered by beeproof wire m.esh. On the inside, the 
wire mesh shall be exposed in transit to provide ventilation, but may be 
closed with a flat wooden lid when the box is used as a stationary hive 
temporarily. The floor board shall have two v/ooden blocks, one in the 
front and one in the rear at the two ends of the entrance or confining gate, 
so that the gate may properly be secured during transit and will not slip. 
In case of detachable floor board it shall have holes fitted with eye-lets on 
its rear and the two sides. These shall be used for securing the brood 
chamber on to the floor board by means of iron rods of thickness 2 mm and 
length 20 mm to avoid slipping during transit. In this case the floor board 
on its sides shall be fitted with 4 rings and hooks (two on each side) to 
secure the brood chamber against vertical displacement. 

5.2 Entrance Gate — Entrance gate shall be fixed with beeproof wire 
gauge on the lower side and a queen excluder sheet on the upper side {see 
Pig. 1 and Fig. 2 ) so that the same gate may be used either with queen 
excluder or with wire gauge. 

*Code of practic(^ for seasoning of timber ( tentative ). 

fC'lassification of commercial timbers and their zonal distribution ( revised). 

jspecification for ply wood for general purposes {revised). 
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5.3 Brood Chamber — The brood chamber shall accommodates standard 
brood frames. The brood frames shall be in flush with the upper side of the 
brood chamber so that there is full bee space below the frames only. A 
rabbet, 10 mm wide and 10 mm deep, shall be cut in the front and back 
walls of the brood chamber so that the space between the wire mesh and 
the top bars of the frames is 10 mm. In case of detachable brood chamber, 
its three lower edges shall have holes corresponding to those on the floor 
board. 

5.3.1 The brood chamber shall have a beeproof wire-mesh cover. The 
wire mesh shall be fitted in a wooden frame of 23 mm width and 15 mm 
thickness. This wooden frame would automatically hold the frames in 
position. The wooden frame with wire mesh shall be joined to the brood 
chamber by two hinges on one side. On its opposite side the free end of 
wooden frame with wire mesh shall be secured with the brood chamber by 
means of a locking arrangement. 

5.4 Roof — A wooden roof with a top plank and four side walls, all 15 mm 
thick, shall fit over the wire-mesh frame. There should be ventilation slits 
of 100 X 10 mm on all the four sides of the walls. Wire mesh shall be fixed 
to all these slits from inside (see Fig, I in IS: 1515-1969* ). A rabbet, 
5 mm wide and 5 mm deep, should be cut on all the four outer sides of the 
wire-mesh cover. Corresponding to these a similar rabbet, 10 mm wide and 
5 mm deep, should be cut on the inner sides of the vertical walls of the roof 
so as to fit the roof telescopically on the wire-mesh cover but still remaining 
in flush. 

5.5 Handle — A movable wooden handle shall be fixed to the two sides of 
the brood chamber, 

6. ARRANGEMENT FOR FEEDING 

6.1 The space between the wire gauge and the roof may be utilized for 
providing feeding, if required. 

7. WORKMANSHIP AND FINISH 

7.1 The travelling bees-box shall be as light as possible and shall be strong 
enough to withstand handling during transit. It shall be finished smooth 
and there shall be no sharp or pointed edges. It shall be capable of being 
piled one over the other. 



♦Specification for beehives {first revision ), 
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Roof ( top ), outside 

Note 1 — In this table, some tolerances have been provided for outside dimensions of the brood chamber and roof ( top ). 
However, it shall be ensured that the inside components fit easily and accurately. 

Note 2 — Bee space — 8 mm; distance between the centres of two adjacent frames — 31 tswci. 

All dimensions in millimetres. 

Fig. I Typical Travelling Bees-Box 
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All uimensions in millimetres. 

Fig. 2 Entrance Gate 

8. MARKING 

8.1 Each bees-box shall be marked legibly and indelibly with the 
manufacturer's name or initials or trade-mark, 

8.1.1 Each bees-box may also be marked with the ISI Certification 
Mark. 

J^PTB — The use of the ISI Certification Mark is governed by the provisions of 
tk* j^ian Standards Institution ( Gcrtification Marks ) Act^ and the Rules and Regu- 
lations in44c thereunder. Presence of this mark on products covered by an Indian Stand- 
ard convey* the assurance that they have been produced to comply with the require- 
ments of that standard, under a well-defined system of insp>ection, testing and quality 
control during production. This system, which is devised and supervised by iSi and 
operated bv the producer, has the further safeguard that the products as actually market- 
ed are continuously checked by ISI for conformity to the standard. Details of conditions, 
under which a licence for the use of the ISI Certification Mark may be granted to 
manufacturers or processors, m^ be obtained from the Indian Standards Institution. 
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